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Mr. MACDONALD discussed the treatment of bladder
growths. The treatment of choice in cases of papilloma
was diathermy applied through a cystoscope. Un-

fortunately such treatment had serious limitations ;
growths low down in relation with the internal meatus
were mechanically impossible to reach, while some
growths increased in size so rapidly that it was difficult
to keep pace with them. Single papillomata in

patients over 45 to 50 years of age should be subjected
to operation rather than to diathermy, as it was
impossible to tell with the cystoscope whether any
given papilloma was malignant or benign. The
only satisfactory treatment of carcinoma of the
bladder was excision, but unfortunately about 50 per
cent. of cases were inoperable before they reached
the surgeon. For this reason special emphasis must
be laid on the importance of early diagnosis and of
cystoscopic examination in all cases of h&aelig;maturia.

The PRESIDENT gave an account of the

Open Operation for Removal of the Prostate.
He pointed out that the complications that might be
feared after prostatectomy were : (1) haemorrhage ;
(2) post-operative infection ; (3) post-operative ob-
struction. Many deaths ascribed to shock were in
reality the result of haemorrhage. In other cases,
although haemorrhage might not be entirely to blame,
it contributed largely to a fatal result,. Cases of
obstruction following prostatectomy were by no means
rare. The obstruction in such cases generally lay at
the internal meatus where the bladder opened into
the cavity left after removal of the prostate, and was
due to the semilunar fold formed by the trigone
muscle and the overlying mucous membrane. In
order to avoid these complications and sequelae, for
several years he had practised the open operation,
thus bringing the operation of prostatectomy into line
with other modern surgical procedures. In order to
obtain a good view of the bed from which the prostate
had been removed, the patient should be placed in the
Trendelenburg position and a special bladder retractor
employed. Any strips and folds of mucous membrane
left after enucleation of the prostate must be picked
up with long forceps and clipped away. After trimming
and removal of these folds a large oval opening was
left at the vesico-prostatic orifice which fully exposed
the interior of the prostatic cavity. The suggestion
had been made that the mucous membrane at the
internal meatus should be stitched to the urethral
mucous membrane, but such a refinement was unneces-
sary even if it were practicable. What was necessary
was to make certain that loose folds, tags, long shreds,
and small detached gland nodules were not left
hanging from the wall of the cavity to promote sepsis
and encourage the formation of secondary stone by
sloughing. The operation, as well as diminishing the
-amount of sepsis and the risk of post-operative
obstruction, also allowed of the complete control of
haemorrhage, any spouting vessel being seized by
means of forceps and tied. Two objections had been
raised to the open operation-iiamely, the length of
the incision and the increase in the time required for
completion of the operation. However, these objec-
tions were not of great moment, for the operation
could be completed within 20 minutes, and the risk
-of post-operative hernia was not increased by the
larger incision.

In the afternoon a joint meeting was held with the
Section of Radiology and Electro-therapeutics, at
which large numbers of excellent skiagrams of calculi
were exhibited. Dr. ROBERT KNOX, President of the
Section of Radiology, gave an account of work done
on the subject of biliary calculi, whilst Mr. THOMSON
WALKER, showed some excellent pyelograms and
photographs of calculi of the urinary tract.

WALEASEY SANATORIUM COMMITTEE.-This com-
mittee, which has been in existence eight years, terminates its
activities this year : -, its work is to be transferred, to the
’Town Council. Over 100 cases have been dealt with during
the period named., only per cent. of cases coming from
Wallasey village itself.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
EPIDEMIC RESPIRATORY DISEASE.

By EUGENE L. OPIE, FRANCIS G. BLAKE, JAMES
C. SMALL, and THOMAS B. RIVERS. London:
Henry Kimpton. 1921. Pp. 402. 36s.

THE sub-title of this book-The Pneumonias and
Other Infections of the Respiratory Tract Accom-
panying Influenza and Measles-is really a better
guide to its contents than is the actual title. The
volume is the outcome of an exhaustive inquiry
into epidemic respiratory disease ’occurring amongst
American troops at Camp Funston (Kansas) and
Camp Pike during the period covered by the late
influenza pandemic. It does not pretend to give any
information as to the pandemic as it occurred in other
parts of the world or as to epidemic respiratory
disease in general, and nearly all its references therefore
are American ; but as a record of lobar pneumonia,
broncho-pneumonia, purulent bronchitis, &c., occurring
in an army of healthy young adults under military
training the book is of considerable value. Intensive
studies of this kind make for accuracy, and we wish
that there had been more opportunity for such work
amongst the British armies in the field.
The masses of statistics and pathological and

bacteriological records need no further pr&eacute;cis than
they receive in the excellent summaries at the
end of each chapter. The book may be roughly
divided into two parts, the one dealing with the
influenza epidemic and its pulmonary complications,
the other with measles and its complications. With
regard to the former the authors conclude that
Pfeiffer’s bacillus is the " specific etiologic agent of
epidemic influenza " and that it is always present in
early uncomplicated cases, a point of view that is
now gaining ground. An investigation of normal
individuals showed a rapidly increasing prevalence
of the bacillus simultaneously with the progress of
the epidemic, raising thereby a consideration of the
carrier condition which the authors believe is, in
influenza, analogous to that found with other infections.
They hold that if " B. influenz&aelig; is to be regarded as
the cause of influenza it must change quite rapidly
under certain circumstances from a relatively sapro-
phytic organism to a relatively virulent pathogenic
organism, and conversely return to its avirulent state
following the passage of an epidemic." Pneumonia
following influenza presented a complicated picture; the
bacteriological results with the typing" " of pneumo-
coccal strains showed 12 per cent of types i. and ii.,
and 88 per cent. of the other types found in normal
mouths (type ii. atypical, iii., and iv.): These
results are remarkably similar to those obtained in
Edinburgh by Dr. W. R. Logan, whose paper in the
May number of the Edinburgh Medical Journal was
recently reviewed in these columns, though we are
not quite clear as to whether or no the identical
methods of classification were used by the American
author and Dr. Logan. The American authors also
note that no definite evidence could be obtained that
Pfeiffer’s bacillus alone caused pneumonia. Here again
the results agree with those of Dr. Logan. The
haemolytic streptococci were apparently rarely found
in the Edinburgh inquiry, whereas in the American
epidemic they were not uncommon. In America great
difficulty was experienced in obviating secondary infec-
tions with this variety of organism, and the authors
point out that absolute elimination of overcrowding
in the wards, segregation of patients according to
type of bacterial infection, and effective individual

isolation are all essential measures in prevention.The measles epidemic followed, and was therefore
complicated by, the influenza epidemic. Altogether
867 cases of measles were observed, amongst which

’ 

there were 56 cases of pneumonia and 48 of otitis
. media. H&aelig;molytic streptococci were rarely found

during the pneumonia period, which occurred early in
the epidemic, but were common during the otitis
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period which followed. The authors noted thai
hwmol3-tic streptococci were widely disseminated
amongst carriers, and point out the serious dangei
attending the treatment of measles.

In conclusion the authors see no reason for assuming
that the late pandemic differed in essentials from that
of 1890. The bronchial and pulmonary complications,
though varied, were characteristic of the epidemic
the influenza bacillus was practically always present,
pneumococci and streptococci being found as secondary
organisms in the complications. Pneumonia following
measles was almost coincident with that following
influenza, and there seemed to be little doubt that the
influenza epidemic played an important part in the
production of pneumonia after measles.
A short appendix deals with a small series of experi-

ments made on monkeys. Two animals into whose
nose and pharynx B. influenz&aelig; was introduced
showed a " self-limited disease resembling many cases
of influenza."

A TEXT-BOOK OF MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND
TOXICOLOGY.

Fourth edition. By JOHN GLAISTER, M.D.,
D.P.H. Camb., F.R.S.E., Professor of Forensic
Medicine and Public Health in the University of
Glasgow. Edinburgh : E. and S. Livingstone.
1921. With 137 illustrations and one coloured
plate. Pp. 918. n 10s.

Six years have passed since Prof. Glaister edited the
third edition of his valuable work on medical juris-
prudence, and with the help of a few judicious exci-
sions he has managed to keep the added matter
necessary for its re-issue within the limits of about
40 pages. The additions responsible for the increase
in the present volume include fresh information
relating to industrial and other poisonings, and to
lunacy law and responsibility for crime, the case of
Arthur Beard occupying six pages. Beard was the
man who ravished a girl when he was drunk, and, in
trying to smother her cries, killed her. The final
appeal to the House of Lords, and the elaborate
exposition of the relation of drunkenness to other
forms of mental derangement, in connexion with
the question of responsibility, will make Beard’s
case for long the authority in this particular branch
of criminal jurisprudence. However, to anyone who
studies the legal aspects of mental derangement in
its various phases, there is as yet no assurance of
finality in the decisions of the courts as to responsi-
bility, nor any promise that Prof. Glaister will not
have to include fresh cases of equal importance in his
next edition. The prominence given to toxicology
in its relation to medical jurisprudence on Prof.
Glaister’s title page, accompanied by the assignment
to this subject of more than a quarter of the space
at his disposal, is, of course, fully justified by the
importance of the science of poisons in the regions
where medicine and the law are brought in contact.
It is no part of the medical man’s duty to play the 
detective, except in so far as to do so is to safeguard
the life or health of his patient, but in the matter of
poisoning the detection of crime may of necessity go
hand in hand with the diagnosis and treatment of
illness. Suspicion may prove baseless on investiga-
tion ; but that is no reason why suspicion should
not enter the mind of the medical attendant, or be
dismissed without inquiry.

In connexion with poisons, as with mental derange-
ment, intoxication, and crime, new editions of text-
books dealing with medical jurisprudence will con-
tinue to be necessary, and so complete and methodical
a work as Prof. Glaister’s will have to be kept up
to date. It need hardly be said that his index is full
and satisfactory, and that his footnotes supply refer-
ences which will enable his readers to turn readily to
the authorities upon which his text is based. His
chapter on " Personal Identity " supplies a good deal
of useful information, including an explanation of
the processes and organisation connected with
classification and identification by finger-prints.

This is not strictly a medical subject, but is closely
linked up with the study of identification by the
medical man, who may at any time be called in where
finger-prints fail to supply the necessary clue. The
monstrous mis-identification of Adolf Beck in 1896,
and again in 1904, with Tohn Smith, convicted and
imprisoned in 1877, would never have been allowed
to pass unchallenged if a medical man had been
assigned the duty of comparing the physical facts
plainly observable in Beck with the recorded descrip-
tion of Smith. As it was, the police and the female
victims of Smith, by perfectly honest mistakes, sent
an innocent man in 1896 into penal servitude, and
nearly succeeded in doing so again in 1904.

ARTIFICIAL LIGHT.

Its Influence upon Civilisation. By M. LUCKIESH,
Director of Applied Science, Nela Research
Laboratory, National Lamp Works of General
Electric Company. University of London Press,
Ltd. London : Hodder and Stoughton. 1921. Illus-
trated with photographs. Pp. 366. 12s. 6d.

ARTIFICIAL light is so inextricably interwoven with
human activities and has exerted such a profound
influence on human civilisation that we gladly
welcome, from the pen of an American author and
man of science, this readable volume, which is well
adapted for the purposes both of the specialist and
general reader. It sketches vividly, and with not
too much detail, the progress of light and lighting
from its infancy to its vigorous youth at the present
time, dealing with the accelerated applications during
the last two decades. The early chapters describe
primitive artificial light-e.g., the art of making fire,
and the ceremonial use of light. The real science of
light production was born in the latter part of the
eighteenth century, and consecutive chapters treat
of oil lamps, early and modern gas lighting, electric
arcs, and incandescent filament lamps. The next
chapters concern the various econoniic influences of
artificial light, and discuss lighting of streets and
lighthouses, artificial lighting in warfare, and signalling.
Photography, the means of modifying artificial light,
the influence of light on health, and spectacular
lighting all come in for mention. Finally, we have
short chapters on the expressiveness of light, lighting
of the home, and lighting as a fine art. With the
discovery of fire early man obtained a power over
darkness and the vicissitudes of climate, and thereby
initiated one of the greatest strides along the highway
of human progress. With the discovery of artificial
light man’s activities were no longer bounded by
sunrise and sunset ; enormous industrial develop-
ments followed the increase of working time.
The possibilities of artificial lighting seem infinite.

Even when mankind was well conversant with the
advantages of daylight, it took a decade and more
of propaganda, not to speak of air-raids, to convince
a conservative people that daylight saving was an
economical proposition, the needs of the majority
being considered. It is interesting to find that long
before the late Mr. Willett, launched his plea for
dayling saving, Benjamin Franklin, in 1784, wrote
and published in the Journal of Paris, a " serio-
comic " essay on daylight saving.

JOURNALS.

Brain. Vol. XLIV., Part l.-J. Boeke: The Innerva-
tion of Striped Muscle-Fibres and Langley’s Receptive
Substance. The paper contains the results of recent
investigations on the mode of innervation of the
striped muscle-fibres, the mode of ending on them,
the manner in which the nerve endings are connected
with the muscle-fibres, and the path by which the
stimuli arriving by the nerves may reach the contractile
substance of the muscle-fibre. The old conception
of the tissues as being built up of cells, which are
indivisible, self-propagating, independent organisms
originating in a direct line from the dividing egg-cell
must be abandoned. In place of it we find the cells


